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Domestic Violence Statistics 
 

 

Definition of a batterer: A batterer is a person who exercises a pattern of coercive 
control in a partner relationship, punctuated by one or more acts of intimidating physical 
violence, sexual assault, or credible threats of physical violence. This pattern of control 
and intimidation may be predominantly psychological, economic, or sexual in nature or 
may rely primarily on the use of physical violence. 
 
 

 Within the United States, one out of every four American women will experience 
violence by an intimate partner sometime during her lifetime. 

 

 Between 2.3 and 10 million children are exposed to intimate partner violence 
each year in the United States – estimated at 10% to 20% of American children. 

 

 In homes in which domestic violence occurs, children are physically abused and 
neglected at a rate 15 times higher than the national average/. 

 

 30% - 60% co-occurrence of child abuse and domestic violence. 
 

 As many as 70% of batterers also abuse their children. 
 

 Battered women are twice as likely to abuse their children as non-abused 
women. 

 Children exposed to violence demonstrated more externalizing (temper tantrums, 
fights, aggressive behaviors and more internalizing behaviors (depression, fears, 
anxiety, low self esteem) than did children from nonviolent homes. 

 

 Observations and clinical experience suggest that perpetrators of domestic 
violence are often more controlling and authoritarian, less consistent, and more 
likely to manipulate the children and undermine the mothers’ parenting than 
nonviolent fathers. 

 

 Although battered mothers show increased levels of stress, it appears that this 
stress does not always translate into diminished parenting. Women who live in 
violent relationships are remarkably similar to comparison women in their beliefs 
about parenting, their self-reported parenting behaviors, and their observed 
interactions with their children. 


